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Do the stated requiremeats for the Soviet "aspirent™ correspoend to the US -~
"bacheler', the Soviet "kandida®" with the US "master"; and the Soviet "doktor®
with th= US "duster"? I not, with which US degrees are the Soviet stated -

requiremsnte moat nearly equivelsn', and what are the major deviatioms from”
the pa“tern? |

Sovis* azadenic degress dn nsl sarrespmd with US asademic degrees, but do
parallsl them, Parsnthetically, they are more similar to US degress than
European dogreses, MAapivant" has twe senses: The atudent lecturer aspiring
to ba the re iplent of the degree of "espirant" and the "aspirant” himself,
The M"agpirant" is we whe har sumpleated the equivalent “to the studies invelved
in cbtalning e US"BA" degreo, has dome seme graduate study (on US standards),
and i3 teaching In hie fleld, In studies completed he has not performed the

research of the US"MA", but, in experience and famillarity with his subject,

he le probably mare qualified than the "MA" because he is not only pursuing his
atudles but has the experienze of hls lecturing, According to Soviet Iaw, the
“rapirant® 1/§ the basi> forn of preparation for professicnal teaching end scholarly
cazeprzhy [ The US "MAY does nct mesessarlly concern the aspest of teaching,

The "aspiran'® san be ~btalned anly in those universities which have in their

=mpl -y highly quallified prifessors equipped with the kncwledge for bestowing

this degree, A man canmst be accepted feor the "aspirant' unless he is under

40 years of age, and In completing his higher educaticn has shown ability for
pedagogical and research astivities, The "aspirant™ must spend three years in
preparation for receiving thie degree, I would call him an aspirant for the
degrae of "asplrant". During this three year period, he is assigned to a.
professor (net necessarily a "kandidat") who leads him into independemt - |
sshelarly research, At the end of the three year period he must pass’'a speciel
exarination and defend the dissertation that he has prepared, [The perfod of'
locturing is usually zonfined to the lash two years of this three year period,
Afrer the Tirst year, the "aspirar'® la a member of the faculty of the university,
A wery loportant point (v his ariginal selectisn 1z the consideration that he

s be a prospentlive casihier et the amiversity. The Soviet law of 1944 1s the
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Jjudicial basis for the Degree of "uspirant',

S |

2, Qe Is the average holder of the Soviet degree of "kandidat" esséntially equal in
experience, formal training, knowledge, and research achievement to the US
“masterts" degree recipient or to the holder ot a US doctarate? If equivalent
tc neither, about whexre betwesn the two US degrees would the Soviet "kandidat"
be properly placed?

.V K

A, Between the tims of the Soviet Revolution and 1937 it was inmpossible to confer
tho degres of "kandidat" or “"doktor". Under the Imperial Government of Russia
these degrees were lesa prevalent than they are today., Under the Soviet
basic law of 1937 these degrees can be conferred, Far a degree of "kandidat" P
th2 scholar must complets the period of training as an "aspireant", receive this
drgree, and defend the dissertation, The length of atudy far the "kandidat"
is unspecified, but. is for mare than the US PhD., Ths "kandidat®s" dissertatiom
must show considerudble independent wark and include a discussion .of his complete
field, zx a theoretical generalizatian on scholarly research in his field, or
a scholarly, well-founded . presentation of new problems in his field, Hie
dissertation must also show censiderable scholarly interest, A "kandidat" can
be equated anly to a US full professoar of long standing, Pedagogical experience
1a a determining facter for the degree of “kandidat",
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3. Qe If the Soviet "kandidat" 13 judged to be essentially equivalent t5 the US
doctorate, then with approximately how prominent and experiensed a US sclentist
wounld the Soviet '"doktor" be sgquivalent?

A, In the US there i3 nc equation to the Soviet "doktor" who are members of the
varlous academies, The "doktor™ carries with it an academic position and a
Job. &ven a man of the scholarly distinction of ¥Vighingky might not necessarily
be a "dokter”" if he did not hold his academic position,
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